Der ist in tiefster Seele treu,
Wer die Heimat liebt wie du*
—Theodor Fontane
Introduction
For hundreds of years Silesia has given Germany outstanding poets and thinkers. The Protestant mystic Jakob Bohme (1575-1624) was a Silesian. In 1624, Martin Opitz, head of the First Silesian School of poets, published his Buch von der teutschen Poeterey (ON GERMAN POETRY) which set the pattern of German Baroque poetry. The lyricist Paul Fleming and the meditative Friedrich von Logau belonged to this school and so did Andreas Gryphius, Germany's greatest dramatist before Lessing. A countryman and contemporary of Gryphius was Angelus Silesius, the ablest Catholic lyricist of the Baroque age. Toward the end of the seventeenth century two poets of the late German Baroque, Daniel Casper von Lohenstein and Christian Hofmann von Hofmannswaldau, represent the Second Silesian School. Also the highly gifted Christian Giinther, the first great German lyricist after Walther von der Vogel-weide, was born in Silesia. Joseph von Eichendorff, one of the outstanding lyrical talents of German romanticism, praises the beautiful scenery of his native Silesia in his songs. From the same part of Germany came Karl von Holtei, noted dramatist and actor, and Gustav Freitag, author of widely-read cultural and historical novels. Hermann Stehr, who" lived from 1864 to 1940, liked to depict his fellow-Silesians and their beliefs and legends in his novels. He was a close contemporary of the author Carl Hauptmann and his younger brother Gerhart, who was to spread the literary reputation of his home province throughout the world.
All these Silesian writers have some characteristic features in common: they are deeply rooted in their native soil, show an inclination for the mystic side of life, and have a warm heart for their fellow men.
In Gerhart Hauptmann, Silesia has given the world one of the greatest dramatists of all times. Yet he was not only a dramatist. He also wrote a number of remarkable novels: Der Narr in Christo Emmanuel Quint (EMMANUEL QUINT, THE FOOL IN CHRIST), 1910, Atlantis, 1912, Die Ins el der gross en Mutter (THE ISLAND OF THE GREAT MOTHER), 1925, Wanda, 1928, Das Buch der Leidenschaft (THE BOOK OF PASSION), 1930,1m Wirbel der Berujung (IN THE WHIRL OF VOCATION), 1936. His short stories are masterpieces of their type: Bahnwarter Thiel
*He is loyal to the depths of his soul / Who loves his homeland as you do. (Translator's Note.)
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